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Introduction 

 
We are pleased to provide you with the 2026 edition of the PRO Technical Regulations for the FORMULA DRIFT 
Championship. 
  
This edition of the rules establishes the foundation for the organization and conduct of the FORMULA DRIFT 
Championship.  Participants, teams, drivers, and officials are strongly encouraged to review these rules carefully. 
 
FORMULA DRIFT wishes you a safe and successful competition season. 
 
FORMULA DRIFT Holdings, LLC 
2161 Gundry Avenue 
Signal Hill, CA 90755 
562-901-2600 (phone) 
562-901-2651 (fax) 
 
General Inquiries 
info@formulad.com 
 
Technical Inquiries 
kevin@formulad.com 
 
Media Inquiries 
media@formulad.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2026 Formula Drift Holding, LLC. All right reserved. 
 
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, distributed, or transmitted, in any form or by 
any means without the prior written permission of Formula Drift Holding, LLC. For permission and licensing requests, contact 
Formula Drift Permissions, 2161 Gundry Ave, Signal Hill, CA 90755 USA; email: info@formulad.com  

mailto:info@formulad.com
mailto:kevin@formulad.com
mailto:media@formulad.com
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 COMPETITION VEHICLES 

1.1 VEHICLE ELIGIBILITY 
 9ƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ άǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ōǳƛƭŘ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦ слл ǳƴƛǘǎ ƛƴ 

each model year. 
 Eligible body styles include: coupe, sedan, convertible or wagon and have no more than 5 doors. 
 Vehicles must maintain the original OEM (from the particular make and model vehicle) steel unibody and/or 

steel frame structure between the OEM front and rear suspension mounting points. 
 No trucks or SUVs will be allowed. CUVs and crossovers must petition for approval from FORMULA DRIFT. 
 Vehicles that do not meet the above eligibility criteria must petition for approval from FORMULA DRIFT. 

 

1.2 VEHICLE ELIGIBILITY INSPECTIONS 
1.2.1 VEHICLE ANNUAL TECHNICAL INSPECTIONS- 

Prior to the first time a vehicle is entered into any EVENT for the current season; the COMPETITION DIRECTOR 
will issue a FORMULA DRIFT VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION (VID) number/sticker and conduct an annual inspection 
of each vehicle. Upon verification of compliance to the rules, an annual tech sticker will be issued and affixed to 
the main roll bar ƘƻƻǇ ŀǘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭŜŦǘΦ  hƴƭȅ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜs that have passed the annual Inspection, and have an 
annual tech sticker affixed, will be allowed to compete unless approved by the COMPETITION DIRECTOR.  
 
Issuance of the tech sticker is not an endorsement of the performance of the vehicle, nor an indication that the 
vehicle meets all of the required Technical Specifications.  The tech sticker signifies that the vehicle has passed 
the initial Safety Inspection and will be permitted to go on course during scheduled FORMULA DRIFT practice, 
qualifying and drift sessions.  
 
The annual tech sticker will be withheld from any vehicle that does not comply with the required Safety 
{ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘ ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƘŜƭŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ COMPETITION 
DIRECTOR to determine what action is required to achieve compliance. The COMPETITION DIRECTOR shall 
maintain inspection records of each entered vehicle. 
 
To be eligible for competition in an EVENT, all vehicles must have: 

A FORMULA DRIFT VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION number (VID) 
A current annual technical inspection sticker 

 
During Technical Inspection, there may only be one person from the team serving as a representative for the 
vehicle being inspected.  The area should be closed off and private.  All other personnel must leave area.  
 

1.2.2 VEHICLE EVENT TECHNICAL INSPECTIONS- 
At a time and place and in a manner determined by event officials, prior to racing activities of any nature 
(including without limitation qualifying, competition, practice, testing, etc.) all vehicle and driver equipment 
must undergo a technical inspection. 
 
In addition, every vehicle is subject to further technical inspection at any time before, during or after an event, 
at the time and in the place and manner directed by any event official. Formula Drift may at any time inspect, 
seal for inspection, and/ or ǘŜŀǊ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΦ bƻǘ ŎƻƳǇƭȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ 
will result in disqualification for further competition and such other penalties as deemed appropriate by 
Formula Drift. All determinations by event officials regarding the timing and method of technical inspection 
shall be final and not subject to appeal or review. 
 
Technical inspection assists event officials with determining, in their judgment, eligibility for participation in an 
event. The technical inspection does not in any way change the fact that the driver, the crewmembers, and the 
vehicle owner are ultimately responsible for the safety and operation of the vehicle and equipment. 
 
The participant agrees that participant is in the best position to know about the construction and operation of 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΣ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ compliance with all Formula Drift 
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rules, regulations and agreements, including but not limited to those contained in the Rulebook. Moreover, in 
the case of technical violations, the participant acknowledges, understands and agrees that the participant is 
charged with full knowledge of everȅ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇŀǊǘȅ Ƙŀǎ 
ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴƻƴŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ 
with any applicable violation and sanction. Disclaiming knowledge of the particular part or parts, or disclaiming 
knowledge of the rule or rules, or disclaiming responsibility for the actions of the third party, will not be 
defenses to any violation or any sanction therefor.  
 
Any means or tactic used that could deceive the judges or interfere with the judging process is strictly 
prohibited and will be subject to disciplinary actions.   
 

1.3 RETENTION OF VEHICLES AND PARTS- 
Participant hereby grants Formula Drift, and each of their agents and assigns, full and unconditional permission 
to collect and retain vehicles, parts of vehicles, equipment, or any other Items used in conjunction with 
participation that are owned by or in ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƻǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ όŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ άLǘŜƳǎέύ, 
including such Items that may be relevant incident to the investigation of an incident; the inspection or testing 
of such Items; or for any other purpose. Formula Drift may exercise this right to take and retain Items at any 
time when Formula Drift determines in its sole and absolute discretion that such actions are necessary. 
Participant fully releases Formula Drift from any liability whatsoever for loss of, damage to, or destruction of 
any such Items. When an item is suspected of being out of compliance with a Formula Drift rule, or when an 
item has been involved in an incident, Formula Drift may in its sole and absolute discretion collect and retain 
such Items if Formula Drift believes it is necessary to do so to further investigate, make a final determination, 
ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ 5ǊƛŦǘΩǎ ǎƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴΦ !ǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ 5ǊƛŦǘ 
collects and retains Items, Formula Drift will try to safeguard such Items and return such Items when Formula 
Drift has completed its work with them, but Formula Drift makes no representation or warranties that the 
Items will not be lost, damaged, destructively tested, destroyed or otherwise affected. Formula Drift is not 
responsible for payment, reimbursement, damage or loss to the participant as a result of compliance testing. If 
Formula Drift believes that an item should be retained or destroyed, or indefinitely or permanently retained, to 
prevent further use of such item in competition, Formula Drift may so retain or destroy such item. 
 

1.4 PARTICIPANT OBLIGATIONS- 
Participants must take whatever steps requested by a Formula Drift Official, including tear down of the vehicle 
and removal of parts to facilitate inspection of race equipment.  This obligation includes, but is not limited to, 
installing inspection holes, inspections ports, and/or other means of inspections in the frame, roll cage bars, 
suspension components, and the like. Formula Drift is not responsible for payment, reimbursement, damage or 
loss to the participant as a result of such inspections. 
 

1.5 MAINTENANCE OF VEHICLE ELIGIBILITY- 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ 
 

1.6 VEHICLE MODIFICATIONS 
Any vehicle which after being issued an annual technical inspection sticker by the COMPETITION DIRECTOR is 
dismantled, or modified, or in any way changed which might affect its safety or call into question its eligibility, 
or which is involved in an accident with similar consequences, must be re-presented by the team for approval.  
It is the responsibility of the team to notify the COMPETITION DIRECTOR of any modifications. 

1.7 VEHICLE DAMAGE 
If a vehicle is damaged due to an accident or other incident, the COMPETITION DIRECTOR may remove the 
annual tech sticker.  A new tech sticker may be issued after the vehicle is re-inspected or repaired and then re-
inspected.  It is the responsibility of the team to notify the COMPETITION DIRECTOR of any and all damage. 
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 CHASSIS 

2.1 CHASSIS MODIFICATIONS 
 The original OEM floorpan, frame and or unibody must remain unmodified between the vertical planes created 

by the original forward most and rearward most suspension point or subframe mounting point.  
 Unibody or chassis may be stich or seam welded.  
 Plating of chassis is prohibited.  
 Front suspension examples are in Figure 1 and 2.  
 Rear suspension examples are in Figures 3 and 4. 

 

 

Figure 1   

 

Figure 2 
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Figure 3 

 

 

Figure 4 

 

 The original OEM floorpan, frame and or unibody must remain unmodified between the horizontal planes 
created by the original floorpan at the lowest horizontal plane to the roof at its highest horizontal plane. With 
the exception of transmission tunnel and firewall dimensions listed below and Fuel cell rule. 

 Items in the unmodified zone that are allowed to be removed can include original rear window parcel shelf,  
tabs or mounts for unused OEM steering columns, unused OEM windshield wiper mounts, and the exterior 
roof panel can be replaced with a composite panel.  

 Removal of the trunk sill portion at the base of the rear window is prohibited (only applies to vehicles with a 
trunk).   
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 Rear suspension tower cross-members located at the top of the rear suspension towers may be removed from 
the unibody interior only if a suitable replacement structure of equivalent strength is installed. 

 No part of the engine casing may cross the vertical threshold of the original firewall into the transmission 
tunnel. 

 No other modifications may be made to the vehicle chassis, frame, or unibody including the installation of air 
jacks. 

 The use of air jacks during Competition and Competition time out is strictly prohibited.  
 Any holes in the firewall must be of the minimum size for the passage of controls and wires, and must be 
completely sealed to prevent the passage of fluids or flames from the engine compartment to the drivers 
compartment. 

 

2.1.1 CHASSIS MODIFICATION VARIANCES 
In order for particular vehicles to be competitive Formula Drift has granted variances to Chassis Modification 

restrictions. For specific instructions regarding the variances please contact Kevin@formulad.com 

A. Nissan S13- 

1. MƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŎŀǘ ƘǳƳǇέ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŀǘ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ 

2. Will be allowed to weld in the Rear traction arm bracket brace kit by LS Automotive. 

https://www.lsauto.com/  

3. Will be allowed to weld in the Front lower control arm brace kit by Mspek performance. 

https://mspek.com/ 

B. Nissan S14/15- 

1. MƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŎŀǘ ƘǳƳǇέ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŀǘ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ 

2. Will be allowed to weld in the Rear traction arm bracket brace kit by LS Automotive. 

https://www.lsauto.com/ 

3. Will be allowed to weld in the Front lower control arm brace kit by Mspek performance. 

https://mspek.com/ 

C. BMW E36 

1. Will be allowed to weld in rear subframe chassis reinforcement plates. 

2. Will be allowed to bolt in the Rear Strut Tower to Subframe Brace Bar Part number 

E36STSFB manufactured by Parts Shop Max.   https://store.partsshopmax.com/ 

3. Will be allowed to use the Billet Clutch Pedal manufactured by Garagistic. 

https://www.garagistic.com/ 

4. Will be allowed to bolt in the E36 Rear Floor Subframe to Shock Tower Brace manufactured 

by SLR. https://slrspeed.com/ 

5. Will be allowed to weld in front strut tower reinforcement plates without the fender apron 

brackets manufactured by https://store.partsshopmax.com/ 

D. BMW E46 

1. Will be allowed to weld in rear subframe chassis reinforcement plates. 

2. Will be allowed to bolt in the Rear Strut Tower to Subframe Brace Bar Part number 

E46STSFB manufactured by Parts Shop Max. https://store.partsshopmax.com/ 

3. Will be allowed to use the Billet Clutch Pedal manufactured by Garagistic. 

https://www.garagistic.com/ 

4. Will be allowed to bolt in the E46 Rear Floor Subframe to Shock Tower Brace manufactured 

by SLR. https://slrspeed.com/ 

Will be allowed to weld in front strut tower reinforcement plates manufactured by 

https://www.risefabshop.com  

E. BMW E92 

mailto:Kevin@formulad.com
https://www.lsauto.com/
https://mspek.com/
https://www.lsauto.com/
https://mspek.com/
https://store.partsshopmax.com/
https://www.garagistic.com/
https://slrspeed.com/
https://store.partsshopmax.com/
https://store.partsshopmax.com/
https://www.garagistic.com/
https://slrspeed.com/
https://www.risefabshop.com/
https://www.risefabshop.com/
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1. Will be allowed to weld in the front subframe lower control arm brace manufactured by 

Blake Olsen Motorsport. 

F. Toyota FRS/GT86 (ZN6) and Subaru BRZ (ZC6) 

1. Will be allowed to removal the protruding structure on the frame rail for steering clearance.  

Please email Kevin@formulad.com for further information. 

2. Will be allowed to weld in the rear subframe brace kit (upper arm and toe link) by LS 
Automotive. https://www.lsauto.com/  

G. Toyota Supra (A90)  

1. Will be allowed to removal of protruding structure on inner fender well for steering 

clearance in accordance with template specifications. Please email Kevin@formulad.com for 

further information 

2. Will be allowed to weld in a Rear traction arm brace kit manufactured by JRD Rallysport USA 

H. Chevrolet Corvette (C6 steel chassis) 

1. Will be allowed to weld in front upper arm pocket reinforcement plates manufactured by 

Drift Cave. https:/driftcave.com/ 

I. Toyota Supra MK4 (A80) 

1. Provisionally for the 2025 season will be allowed to run Toyota Supra JZA80 Rear Suspension 

Drop Knuckle Kit Part number: WF180 manufactured by Wisefab.  www.wisefab.com/ 

J. Nissan Skyline R32 

1. Will be allowed to weld in the Nissan R32 Rear HICAS delete kit Part number: WF 3218 

manufactured by Wisefab. www.wisefab.com/ 

 

 

mailto:Kevin@formulad.com
https://www.lsauto.com/
mailto:Kevin@formulad.com
https://www.driftcave.com/shop/c6-base-steel-chassis-chassis-reinforcement-plates
https://www.wisefab.com/
https://www.wisefab.com/
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2.1.2 FIREWALL AND TRANSMISSION TUNNEL MODIFICATIONS-  
 Modifications of the stock, OEM firewall and transmission tunnel are in Figure 5: 

 

 

Figure 5 

 Dimension A: Tunnel Width may be no wider than 18 inches 
 Dimension B: Minimum dimension of 10 inches between the bottom of the windshield and the top of the 

transmission tunnel. 
 Dimension C: Modifications to drive shaft tunnels behind the engine firewall vertical plane should not exceed 

an overall width of 10.000 inches. 
 Dimension D: Modifications to drive shaft tunnels behind the engine firewall vertical plane should not exceed 

an overall width of 10.000 inches. 
 Taper Length from the firewall to the end of the transmission tunnel into the beginning of the drive shaft 

hump may be no longer than 36 inches. 
 Modifications to firewall and transmission tunnel must be done with .036-inch steel or .050-inch aluminum. 
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2.2 ROLL CAGE 
2.2.1 GENERAL- 

 All roll cage structures must be designed in an attempt to protect the occupants from any angle, 360 degrees.  
 The roll cage shall attach to the chassis/unibody in eight points.  
 Gussets of such as dimple die plates are allowed along A-pillar, B-pillar, and roof structure. Gussets shall be 

made from steel plate no thicker than .125-inch. 
 No gussets or attachment of any form may pass from the door bars to the chassis, unibody, or rocker panel. 
 Plating of chassis is prohibited. 
 Bolt in roll cages are not allowed.  
 bƻ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƎŜ Ƴŀȅ ǇŜǊƳŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǿŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 

compartment. 
 No additional bracing may be used between the strut tower and the firewall. 

 Any number of additional reinforcing bars, gussets or supports is permitted within the confines of the roll cage. 
 Modifications to the chassis or notching for roll cage clearance must have prior written approval from the 

COMPETITION DIRECTOR. 
 
2.2.2 PADDING- 

 Padding must meet SFI spec 45.1 or FIA 8857-2001.  
 Padding is required anywhere driver helmet may come in contact with the roll cage and along the base of the 
ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ !-pillar bar and box if applicable.  

 
2.2.3 WELDING- 

All roll cages must be based on a single Main Hoop of one (1) continuous length of tubing with smooth 
continuous bends and no evidence of crimping or wall failure. The radius of bends in the roll cage hoop 
(measured at centerline of tubing) shall not be less than three (3) times the diameter of the tubing. Welding 
shall conform to American Welding Society D1.1:2002, Structural Welding Code, Steel Chapter 10, Tubular 
{ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ 5мΦм ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ άǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊέ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜr of the vehicle.   

 
 All welds shall be visually inspected and shall be acceptable if the following conditions are satisfied:  
 Welds shall be continuous around the entire tubular structure.   
 The weld shall have no cracks.  
 Grinding down of welds is prohibited.  
 Thorough fusion shall exist between weld metal and base metal.  
 All craters shall be filled to the cross section of the weld.  
 Undercut shall be no more than .01-inch deep.  
 Aluminum bronze or silicon bronze welding technique is permitted, but extreme care shall be used in 

preparation of parts before bronze welding and in the design of the attaching joints.  
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2.2.4 ROLL CAGE MATERIAL- 
 Roll Cage Material must be Seamless SAE 1020 or 1025 mild steel tubing, DOM, and or chromoly.   
 ERW tubing is not permitted.  
 All roll cage tubing in the requirements listed below must be a minimum of 1.5 x .095-inch for all materials. 
 The minus tolerance for wall thickness should not be less than .010-inch below the nominal thickness. 
 Vehicles weighing over 3500 lbs. with driver must petition with the COMPETITION DIRECTOR for approval of 

the roll cage prior to entering any event. 
 

2.2.5 ROLL CAGE MOUNTING PLATE- 
 Each mounting plate or box shall be at least .08-inch thick steel 
 Each mounting plate or box must be fully welded to the structure of the vehicle 
 Each mounting plate or box shall not be greater than 100 square inches and shall be no greater than12-inches 

or less than 2-inches on a side. The mounting plate may be multi-angled but must not exceed these dimensions 
in a flat plane 

 Whenever possible, mounting plates shall extend onto a vertical section of the structure such as a rocker box 
or door pillar 

 Any number of tubes may attach to a single plate or to each other. 
  

2.2.6 MAIN HOOP- 
 The main roll hoop (behind the driver) shall extend the full width of the driver/passenger compartment and 

shall be as near the roof as possible with a maximum of 4 bends, totaling 180 degrees ± 10 degrees.  
 The roll cage main hoop should start from the floor of the vehicle and be attached to the chassis/unibody via 

Mounting Plate specifications.  
 Diagonal lateral brace is a piece of tubing equal to the roll bar diameter, installed across the main hoop to 

prevent lateral distortion. This brace must attach to the driver side upper corner of the main hoop, not more 
than 6-inches from the center of the radius, and to the opposing leg, not more than 6-inches from the base 
plate.  

 A horizontal brace is a piece of tubing equal to the roll bar diameterΣ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ seat for the 
purpose of mounting seat belts. This tube shall be no higher than shoulder height and continue the full width 
of the main hoop, attached to both legs.  

 The diagonal brace or the horizontal brace must be one continuous piece of tube, with the other intersecting 
it. Refer to Figure 6. 

 

    
ä ä ä
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Horizontal brace one 
piece 

Diagonal brace one piece Diagonal brace one piece 
with offset in horizontal 
brace for seat clearance. 

Horizontal and diagonal 
brace are not intersecting. 

                     Figure 6 

 
2.2.7 CAGE CONFIGURATIONS- 

All hoop configurations and down tubes shall begin at the floor.  
 
Several configurations are allowed. Refer to Figure 7. 

 
   

A. Side Hoop  B. Front Hoop C. Halo D. Forward Hoops 

                            Figure 7 
 

 Side Hoop Configuration: Side Hoops connect to ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ then follow the line of 
the A-pillar up and across the door opening and back down the B-pillar to the floor in one continuous piece.  
Side Hoops must be connected at the top by two horizontal tubes, one tube across the B-pillar to form the 
main hoop and another tube across the top of the windshield. Side Hoop must have a maximum of 4 bends, 
totaling 180 degrees ± 10degrees. 

 Front Hoop Configuration:  A front hoop connected to the floor of the driverΩǎ compartment then follow the 
line of the A-pillar up and across the top of the windshield and back down the opposite A-pillar to the floor in 
one continuous piece.  A front hoop must be connected at the top by two horizontal tubes above the doors 
which connect back to the main hoop on each side. Front Hoop must have a maximum of 4 bends, totaling 180 
degrees ± 10degrees. 

 HALO Configuration:  The HALO extends forward from the main hoop and follows the roof line in one 
continuous piece from each side of the main hoop along the top of the doors and windshield.  The HALO must 
be connected to the floor with forward down tubes following the line of the A-pillars. HALO must have a 
maximum of 4 bends, totaling 180 degrees ± 10 degrees and the down tubes must have a maximum of 2 
bends. 

 CƻǊǿŀǊŘ IƻƻǇǎ /ƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ CƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƘƻƻǇǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 
hoop following the roof line and along the A-ǇƛƭƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ ! ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ п 
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bends each. Forward hoops must also be connected by a single horizontal tube across the top of the 
windshield. 

 All hoops and the forward άŘƻǿƴ ǘǳōŜǎέ may extend through the dash pad, including the forward part of the 
door panel if it is an extension of the dash panel.  

 One (1) άKneeέ bar is recommended in a horizontal plane between A-pillar in the dash area for all 
configurations. 

 
2.2.8 REAR HOOP SUPPORTS- 

 The main roll hoop shall have two braces extending to the rear attaching to the chassis/unibody. Refer to 
Figure 8 

 

      Figure 8 

 Braces shall be attached as near as possible to the top of the main hoop not more than six  (6) inches below 
the top and at an included angle of at least thirty (30) degrees. 

 No bends are allowed on rear braces.   
 On vehicles where the rear window/bulkhead prohibits the installation of rear braces, the main hoop shall be 

attached to the body by plates welded to the cage and bolted to the stock shoulder harness mounting points.  
 

2.2.9 SIDE PROTECTION- 
 All vehicles shall have a minimum of two door bars across each front door opening.   
 ¢ƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ōŀǊǎ Ƴŀȅ Ǌǳƴ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ά·έΦ Refer to Figure 9. 

               

Figure 9 

  LŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŘƻƻǊ ōŀǊǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǿƘŜƴ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƴ ά·έΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ ǘǳōŜ 
sections shall connect the upper and lower door bars. Refer to Figure 10. 

 

Figure 10 

ä
 



 

16 
 

 Teams may also choose to install άb!{/!w-{¢¸[9έ ōŀǊǎ and extend into the outer door skin.  In this 
configuration, the outer bars must also have a minimum of three vertical tube sections connecting the upper 
and lower bars.  

 Side protection must not pass through the B-pillar.  
 The side protection needs to be as high as possible, minimum height of the upper bar must be half height of 

the door itself. 
 No gussets or attachment of any form may pass from the door bars to the chassis, unibody, or rocker panel. 
 The inner door panel and door internals may be removed in accordance with Section 6.2 DOORS.  
 

2.2.10 ANTI-INTRUSION or ANTI-WHEEL INTRUSTION BARS 
 The anti-intrusion bars or wheel intrusion bars are intended for additional foot protection. Refer to Figure 11. 
 All vehicles shall have anti-intrusion bars or wheel intrusion bars with one tube extending forward from each 

front down tube and one tube from the base plate forward to the firewall but not penetrating any panel. 
 

 

 
                   LEFT HAND DRIVE CONFIGURATION                                                          RIGHT HAND DRIVE CONFIGURATION  

    Figure 11 

2.3 BALLAST  
 Ballast must serve only the unique purpose of adding weight to a vehicle. 
 A vehicle may have up to 50 lbs. of ballast weight added to it.  
 Ballast must be mounted ahead of the rear axle.  
 Blocks must weigh no less than 5 pounds each and cannot be made of liquid of any type, pellets or any other 

granulated material.  
 Ballast must be securely bolted in place with a minimum of one .5-inch diameter grade 8 bolt.  
 No weight shifting devices are allowed including but not limited to hydraulic or electronic devices. 
 Dislodged weight ballast cannot be returned to the vehicle for weigh in purposes.  

 

2.4  BUMPERS 
 All vehicles must be equipped with safe front and rear bumpers.   
 Unless factory OEM- All bumpers must be made entirely of magnetic steel 
 Bumper must be constructed of  1 inch to 1.75 inch o.d. tubing with a minimum wall thickness of 0.063 inch to 

a maximum wall thickness of 0.125 inch. 
 All bumper tubing must remain hollow. 
 Bumpers must be fastened to the vehicle with a minimum of (4) 3/8 inch fasteners per side (minimum Grade 5) 

or welded to prevent the bumper from being dislodged from the vehicle. Refer to Figure 12 
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Figure 12 

 Bumpers mounted with quick release pins are allowed with sleeved tubing. Refer to Figure 13 

 

Figure 13 

 Bumper must be mounted a maximum of ±10 degrees from 0 degree (horizontal). Refer to Figure 14 

 

   Figure 14 
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 Bumpers must be rounded off or capped off to prevent becoming locked to or piercing another vehicle. 
 Bumpers at minimum must span the width of the front and rear frame rails.  
 Tubing must not be exposed and must remain behind the bumper covers with minimal clearance between the 

bumper cover and the bumper bar itself. 
 Bumper bars must remain in the confines of the body lines and body work, without additional covers or body 

work extensions in order to do so.  
 The bumper covers must be approved by Formula Drift and be acceptable to the COMPETITION DIRECTOR.  
 Bumper must be fixed, use of shocks absorbers / dampers, springs, pivots and slip joint will not be allowed. 

  

 SUSPENSION AND BRAKES 

A. In-cockpit / Driver adjustable suspension will not be allowed. Examples include but not limited to sway bars 

and electronic shock / damper adjusters such as the Tein EDFC.   

B. No suspension changes or adjustments will be allowed between runs by any means including remotely. No 

actuators, servos, or motors of any kind will be allowed. 

C. Driver adjustable brake bias is allowed.  

 

3.1 FRONT SUSPENSION 
 OEM front subframe and crossmember must be stock and available on the exact year make and model that is 

competing in FORMULA DRIFT. 
 Original suspension design type must remain: Double wishbone, MacPherson strut etc. 
 Modified or aftermarket suspension parts, including hubs, are allowed. 
 Suspension relocation brackets that move suspension points or pivots regardless if they are bolt in to the 

chassis will not be allowed.  
 MacPherson strut upper mount pivot must remain within the centerline dimension of the OEM unaltered 

factory bolt pattern on the chassis.  Refer to Figures 15 and 16.  
 The OEM pattern on the chassis must remain unaltered and be the only means of mounting the upper strut 

mount. All OEM bolt holes must be present and utilized. 
 Vehicles with MacPherson upper strut mounts not represented in the illustration must contact the Formula 

Drift Technical Department.  
 Front subframe must remain in the factory location: no relocation of the subframe on any plane will be 

allowed 
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 All original suspension mounting tabs must remain in the original position. NO cutting, welding, bending, 
drilling or modifications of any kind will be allowed. 

 Front subframes may only be modified to directly allow for oil pan/ starter clearance and steering rack 
relocation. The front subframe must remain intact on at least one major member on one face that spans the 
entire width of the subframe, thereby keeping the original dimensions of the subframe intact. Any other 
modifications, cutting, welding, strengthening, etc is not allowed. 
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Figure 15 

 
Figure 16 

 

 

3.2  STEERING  
 Modifications of steering components (steering rack, tie rods, etc.) are free.  
 This includes mounting the rack to the front subframe. 

 

3.3  REAR SUSPENSION- LIVE AXLE 
 The original chassis mounting points must remain unaltered and in the original factory position.  
 Suspension relocation brackets that move suspension points or pivots regardless if they are bolt in to the 

chassis will not be allowed. 
 Original suspension design must remain: 3 link, 4 link, etc.  
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3.4 REAR SUSPENSION- INDEPENDENT 
 OEM Rear subframe and crossmember must be stock and available on the exact year make and model that is 

competing in FORMULA DRIFT. 
 Original suspension design type must remain: 5 link, 4 link, strut, etc. 

1. Suspension modifications must maintain the same link count as the factory hub. 
2. Suspension link is defined as a rigid member with attachment/pivot point on the subframe/chassis and the 

hub. 
3. Example: if the factory hub has 5 attachment/pivot points on the hub and the subframe/chassis with 5 

independent links then the aftermarket hub and arm configuration will also have 5 attachment/pivot 
points on the hub and the subframe/chassis with 5 independent links to maintain the factory suspension 
type. 

 The original chassis mounting points must remain unaltered and in the original factory position.  
 Modified or aftermarket suspension parts, including hubs, are allowed. 
 Subframe must remain at the factory height listed in the table below: no relocation of the subframe on any 

plane will be allowed.   

 

 

 

Make Year Model Front mounts Rear mounts

1990-2000 E36 0.640 0.465

1998-2006 E46 0.400 0.570

2004-2012 E90/92 0.550 0.450

2011-2019 F30 0.400 0.650

Cadillac 2015-2018 ATS coupe 0.600 0.485

Chevrolet 2010-2015 Camaro 0.741 1.547

Ford 2015- Mustang 0.400 0.400

Hyundai 2008-2016 Genesis 0.765 0.635

Infiniti 2009-2013 G37 0.620 0.500

1989-1994 S13 0.675 0.600

1995-1998 S14 0.675 0.600

1999-2002 S15 0.675 0.600

2003-2009 350z 0.600 0.300

2010-2021 370z 0.725 0.200

2013- GTR 0.400 0.470

2022- Z 0.725 0.200

Mazda 2003-2012 RX-8 0.420 0.470

2001-2010 SC430 0.750 0.660

1991-2000 SC300 0.700 1.750

Scion 2010-2016 FRS 0.445 0.335

Subaru 2010-2020 BRZ 0.445 0.335

2016-2020 GT86 0.445 0.335

2021- GR86 0.445 0.335

2019- Supra 0.425 0.310

Rear subframe to Chassis clearance (inch)

BMW

Nissan

Tolerance ±  .060 inch

Lexus

Toyota
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 If your vehicle is not listed and has a removable subframe please contact the Formula Drift Technical 
Department. 

 If your vehicle has chassis tearing or subframe stud problems please contact the Formula Drift Technical 
Department. 

 All original suspension and subframe mounting tabs must remain in the original position. NO cutting, welding, 
bending, drilling or modifications of any kind will be allowed including subframe bushing to chassis mounts. 

 Additional mounting tabs may be added to the subframe to relocate the suspension arm mounting points 
within a maximum of 2 inches on any plane from the original mounting position. 

 Relocation of suspension points not mounted directly to the subframe such as trailing arm brackets and shock 
mount brackets is prohibited. 

 This will be measured center to center from the original pivot point to the new pivot point. Please refer to 
Figure 17. This rule only applies to vehicles with a rear subframe and to pivot points on the rear subframe.  

 Rear subframes may be modified to allow for mounting or relocating a differential. The rear subframe must 
retain at least one major member that spans the entire width of the subframe, thereby keeping the original 
dimensions of the subframe intact. Any other modification(s) such as cutting, welding, strengthening, etc is not 
allowed.  

 

 

 

Figure 17 
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3.5 BRAKE SYSTEM 
 The primary brake system must hydraulically operate all 4 wheels.  
 Brake systems that use a single (non-tandem) master cylinder to operate all 4 wheels are prohibited.  
 Brake systems may be biased only front to rear. No brake bias may be used in a side to side configuration. 
 Dual master cylinder pedal assemblies are allowed.   
 Driver adjustable brake bias is allowed.  
 When a brake light pressure sensor is used it must be mounted in line with the front brake master cylinder and 

have no restrictions in between.  
 Brake pressure switch must be mounted within 1 foot of the master cylinder. 
 Brake lights must operate with the ignition off, only the master cutoff being on is required for operation. 

 Secondary hydraulic e-brake systems are allowed as a fully separate system or as a pass through system.  
 Secondary Brake system / E-brake must only operate the rear wheels. 
 Carbon fiber, carbon ceramic, and carbon variant brakes or rotors are not allowed. 
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3.6 WHEELS 

 Beadlocks, wheel screws and any means of attachment between wheel and tire is prohibited. 
 The space between the rim and the internal portion of the tire must be filled only with air. Use of inner tubes, 

tire balls, Mousse, Tubliss systems, and tire pressure relief valves are not allowed. 
 Wheels must be DOT approved for use on passenger car vehicles including bead seat profile and dimensions. 
 Center lock, mono lug, and center lug wheels are prohibited. 
 All wheels must be constructed from aluminum or steel. All other materials are prohibited. 
 Carbon fiber or hybrid carbon fiber/alloy wheels are not allowed. 
 Any wheel designs with movable pieces while the vehicle is stationary or in motion are prohibited.  
 PRO Series vehicles will be required to have stickers on each tire or a contrasting color on a specific portion of 

each wheel during official practices, qualifying and competition. Refer to Figure 18. 
1. Tire stickers must be a minimum of 1 inch tall with 2 stickers per wheel.  
2. Wheel coloration examples are in the figures below, the shaded areas are examples of allowed coloration 

placement.  Any questions regarding the visibility or allowed wheel coloration placement, will be 
determined by the Judges during the event. 
 

    

 

Figure 18 

 

3.7 WHEELS TETHERS 
Wheel tethers are recommended on the front and rear wheels. 
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 DRIVETRAIN  

4.1   ENGINE 
 Engine substitutions and modifications are free, but may only run on gasoline, diesel, and ethanol blends.  
 Use of methanol blends are prohibited.   
 Electric and Hybrid power systems are eligible for competition with prior written approval from the 

COMPETITION DIRECTOR. 
 Throttle Drive-By-Wire systems are eligible for competition, but teams must provide ECU and PDM data logs of 

all system channels for all official practice and competition sessions at the conclusion of the event. Failure to 
provide specified data will result in loss of up to and/or all competition points.  

 
4.2 ENGINE CONTROL UNITS 

Engine Control units from all manufactures are eligible for Formula Drift PRO competition. 

As of 2022, the following ECU will be required to run a Formula Drift specific firmware. 
A. Motec M1 Series firmware is available through John Reed Racing. Minimum version 2.0 is required.  

 
4.3  COOLING SYSTEM 

  Cooling system modifications are free but must be fully closed and free of leaks. 
 Automatic water sprayers will be allowed during competition, but must not be leaking on the track, starting 

line, or grid area.  
 If ŎƻƻƭƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊƻǳǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŀ ǘǊǳƴƪ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ to the driver, they 

must be separated from the driver by a crushable metal enclosure made up of .036-inch steel, or .050 inch 
aluminum. The floor of the enclosure must be designed to prevent accumulation of fluids.  

 Cooling lines and fittings shielded with fire sleeve can be used in place of the metal shielding requirements.  
 wŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘǳŎǘŜŘ 

through a maximum of two 10 inch round holes in the chassis floor. The bulkhead in a hatchback vehicle must 
be affixed to the chassis and no movable structure or panel such as the hatch will be allowed as part of the 
bulkhead. 

 Cooling systems shall be filled with water only.  /ƻƻƭŀƴǘ !ŘŘƛǘƛǾŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ b9h άYŜŜǇ /ƻƻƭέ ŀƴŘ wŜŘƭƛƴŜ ά²ŀǘŜǊ 
²ŜǘǘŜǊέ ŀǊŜ allowed. 

 Radiator catch tanks with a minimum capacity of one (1) quart are required. Catch tanks must be securely 
ŦŀǎǘŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ 

 All engine components and exterior components that support engine operation such as coolers, pumps, tanks, 
and lines must be protected and within the confines of the factory frame rails and factory bumper or tubular 
bumper structure. 

 Skid plates are allowed for the protection of engine associated components such as lines for oil, cooling, and 
fuel. Skid plates shall cover the minimal area needed for the protection of those components. Metallic skid 
plates shall be made up of a maximum thickness of .125-inch steel or .1875-inch aluminum. 

 

4.4 OIL SYSTEM 
 Oil system modifications are free but must be fully closed and free of leaks. 
 LŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƛƭ ǘŀƴƪ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǘǊǳƴƪ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 

separated from the driver by a metal enclosure made up of .036-inch steel, or .050-inch aluminum. The 
bulkhead in a hatchback vehicle must be affixed to the chassis and no movable structure or panel such as the 
hatch will be allowed as part of the bulkhead. 

 The floor of the enclosure must be designed to prevent accumulation of fluids.  
 Oil catch tanks with a minimum capacity of one (1) quart are required. Catch tanks must be securely fastened 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ Wristbands are recommended on all breather filters. 

 All engine components and exterior components that support engine operation such as oil cooler, Accu-sump, 
dry-sump tank, oil filter, and oil lines must be protected and within the confines of the factory frame rails and 
factory bumper or tubular bumper structure. 
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4.5  FUEL SYSTEM 
4.5.1 FUEL TANK/ CELL 

 The fuel system design is free, but engines may only run on gasoline and ethanol blends.  
 Use of methanol blends are prohibited.   
 Safety Fuel cells are required for all vehicles with a relocated fuel tank.  
 Safety fuel cells shall consist of a bladder enclosed in a metal container. 
 Safety fuel cell support structures must be welded to the vehicle. Bolt on support structures are prohibited.   
 If the factory fuel tank is retained, the tank must mounted in the factory location, and in the factory manner 

while being enclosed by the factory sheet metal.  
 Drag race style fuel cells with bottom mount sumps and or fittings are prohibited. Fuel cells meeting SFI 28.1 

are recommended.   
 Fuel tank/cell must be separated and completely sealed to prevent the passage of fluids or flames from 

entering ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ by a permanently mounted steel or aluminum bulkhead. The bulkhead in a 
hatchback vehicle must be affixed to the chassis and no movable structure or panel such as the hatch will be 
allowed as part of the bulkhead. Fuel cells may be installed in the interior of the vehicle, preferably within the 
confines of the roll cage structure.  

 The floor pan may be modified to fit a fuel cell and lines. 
 Fuel cells must have a flapper valve installed to prevent spillage in the event of a roll over. 
 Fuel System must not leak on the track, starting line, or grid area.  
 Installation of Discriminator valves may be required on vent lines to prevent fuel leaks. 
 Pressurized refueling is prohibited. 
 Skid plates are allowed for the protection of engine associated components such as lines for oil, cooling, and 

fuel. Skid plates shall cover the minimal area needed for the protection of those components. Metallic skid 
plates shall be made up of a maximum thickness of .125-inch steel or .1875-inch aluminum. 

 
4.5.2 FUEL LINES 

 Fuel lines and fittings must be high-pressure type and routed in such a way that do not interfere with moving 
parts and be securely insulated and attached to the unibody or chassis.  

 bƻ ŦǳŜƭ ƭƛƴŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǊƻǳǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ  
 The floor pan may not be modified to fit lines. 
 Teams may install dry-break fuel-filler attachments in the rear quarter windows or into the rear windshield or 

trunk lid to facilitate re-fueling from outside the vehicle.  
 The fuel filler tube between the fuel filler neck and the fuel cell, or tank, must be bulk-headed with .036-inch 

steel or .050-inch aluminum and sealed.   
 There shall be a flexible tube between the fuel filler neck and the fuel cell/tank to allow for misalignment of 

the tube as the result of an accident as well as a one-ǿŀȅ άŦƭŀǇǇŜǊέ ǾŀƭǾŜΦ 
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